1667 Orchard Road 


1788 
Abel Holister/ William H. Risley 
Abel Holister (1761-1802) & Carolyn Hart (1762-1841) 
In 1845 Grandson William Risley owned the house. William 
Hollister Risley(1823-1897), a trustee of the Berlin Savings 
Bank, farmer, state legislator and selectman. & Miranda 
Wilcox (1822-1848) 

& Mary Hooker (1932-1853) 

& Frances Miles (1836-1897). 
Greek revival 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


About 1800 Abel Hollister current owner: Sidney Robie Orchard Road 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 128 
1845 William H. Risley current owner: Richard & Aubrrey Robie Greek revival 
Sketch 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1788 current owner: James Roby 


Genealogy 


Abel Hollister (1761-1802) son of Ephraim Hollister & Anna Hart. He married Carolyn Hart (1762-1841) 
daughter of Zachariah Hart & Abigail Beckley. They had children: Ann, Orrin, Salmon, and William. They 
are buried in Maple Cemetery. 


Grandson William Hollister Risley (1823-1897) son of Shubael Risley & Ann Hollister. He was a trustee 

of the berlin Savings Bank, farmer, selectman, and state legislator. In 1844, he married Miranda Wilcox 
(1822-1848) daughter of Hezekiah Wilcox. They had children: Helen and Orrin. In 1852 he remarried to 
Mary Hooker (1932-1853) daughter of Seth Hooker & Electra Leonard. In 1855 he married Frances Miles 
(1836-1897). They had children: Charles, Jennie, Katie, William, Leonie. They are burfied in Maple 
Cemetery, 
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In area with scattering of 19th-century houses. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
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17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exteriors 


The William H. Risley House has a two-bay facade and plain corner pil- 
asters witii molded capitals. First-floor windows have wide, plain : 
board lintels, those on the second floor are located immediately under 
the cornice entablature, which features a wide plain architrave and 
frieze separated by a small central ‘molding. Windows are fitted with 
2-over-2 sash. The molded cornice shows a full return; the rec- 
tangular attic window has a plain board surround with a shallow pointed- 
arched lintel. The main roof entablature continues on both side ele- 
vations. The right elevation has an entry located near its inter- 
section with a 1 1/2 story ell. A plain one-story porch, partially 
framed-in, wraps along the right elevation and the full length of 

the ell. Fenestration on the ell has been considerably altered; the 
bulk of the porch fabric is recent. The left elevation has a one- 


story framed-in porch to the rear. 
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The William H. Risley House is significant as a good example of the 
Greek Revival style, which dominated American architecture from about 
1830 to 1845. The corner pilabters, cornice entablature, full 
cornice return, and gable-to-street orientation were all intended 

to suggest the massing and construction of the classical Greek 
temple. The right ell, although highly altered, is an original 
feature. Ells are almost invariably found in small and medium-sized 
Greek Revival houses. 


William H. Risley, who built the house about 1845, was a farmer. 
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